About the vegetation of Mt. Fuji an investigation was made at the beginning of this century by the late Dr. Bunzo Hayata for total area from the top to foot of the mountain.
The result was reported at the 'Science Council of Pan-Pacific', which was held for the first time in Japan at that time. He also published a book in 1911 by the name of `The Vegetation of Mt. Fuji' (Fuji Shokubutsutai-Ron:.
Maruzen Co.) His'Botanical Map' was made by investigation on horseback at that time. The vegetation zone, from the top to foot of the mountain, was exactly divided by colour-printing. Today some botanical maps have been made but only partially, namely for southern slope of the mountain, along Subaru-Line (name of drive way), etc. But as a botanical map of entire area at the time of not so artificially affected, this map might be, even today, the most precious data. In the map the vegetation zone is classified by colourprinting through the life form of dominant plants; on the other hand the delicately changing state of covering degree of the dominant species in each zone are shown by symbol and approximate percentage of covering degree. In Japan there is a tendency to classify a plant community distinctly and minutely into the unit of association or so, and apply to landscape planning. The method shown in the map is of great value for reference to those who doubt this tendency.
According to this botanical map, around the top of Mt. Fuji was a barren land, but northwest and south of it changed soon to heigher grass region, Salix-Alnus region and Larix region. Then at 2,400m.
it changed to a forest of Evergreen coniferous forest consisted of Abies veitchii, Tsuga sieboldii, Picea yezoensis var. hodoensis, etc. This forest ends at 1,500m. but only northrwestern part extended towards the foot and formed 'Forest of Aokigahara' from 1,300m. to 1,000m. Near the edge of the forest lie three lakes; Lake Motosu, Lake Shoji and Lake Saiko. On the contrary, east side is a barren land surrounded by Larix region, and extended towards Gotemba City from the top to 1,200m., but it has no Evergreen coniferous forest. A remarkable tendency of the vegetation at the foot of the mountain is , from southern end of Aokigahara Forest, developed Deciduous broad-leaved tree region with some what width from 1 ,500m.
to 1,000m. to the west, south and east of the mountain , as if it surrounds the south of Mt. Fuji. Only to the north it is not developed. Forest of Pinus densiflora is scattered here in a Prairie region with various scales. On the west, south and east, there is a Prairie region down to the Deciduous broadleaved tree region, and considered that it contains mowing field, farmland and rice field .
As shown above, the vertical distribution of plants of Mt . Fuji, although there are some difference' according to the direction, is very clear and even today in spite of artificial effect , it will be adequate to say that the basical distribution of the vegetation zone is almost same as before .
THE VEGETATION AT THE PLANNED AREA
The planned area is located to the eastern border of Aokigahara Forest , and the vegetation shows a complicated aspect corresponding to its situation . `Burned rock and stream of lava of Mt. Nagao'
(so-called Aokigahara Marubi) is spread out like a figure of a fan, from the top of Mt. Nagao (1,424m.
in height) to the base connecting Lake Shoji, Nemba Village and Narusawa Village . Koyodai, encroach ing into a part of it from northeast, is a group of a big stone layer of quite different nature , making one of the so-called Misaka layer group. (Figure- 2)
The extent of the 'Burned rock and stream of lava of Mt. Nagao' is almost coincided with that of Aokigahara Forest. In other regions Evergreen coniferous forest ends at 1,500m ., while that of Aokigahara comes down so far to 1,000m. It can be considered that there is some relation between this fact and the stream of lava. The fact that the alpine plants (herbs and shrubs) are growing among the vegetation upon the lava around Narusawa Village, can be accepted as an inportant factor of the vegetation on the stream of lava.
Namely, the vegetation at the planned area is included in the Evergreen coniferous forest of Aokigahara and might be concluded to correspond to a part, where the forest extended to the east and came.
in contact with the forest of Pinus densiflora in the Prairie region.
As shown in the botanical map of the late Dr. Bunzo Hayata, the vegetation around Narusawa
Village is influenced by the forest of Pinus densiflora, therefore Pinus densiflora , Quercus grosseserrata,.
Quercus serrata, etc. are mixed in the Evergreen coniferous forest. The map of the planned area was scaled down, and the result of the investigation of the vegetation in summer 1972 is as shown in Figure-3 .
The planned area is divided into two parts by a curve, which is extended broadly to the north , namely (1) Evergreen coniferous forest (chiefly composed of Tsuga sieboldii, Abies firma , Pinus parriflora, Chamaecyparis obtusa, etc.) and (2) forest of Pinus densiflora. Larix leptolepis is afforested but small in number on the soil dressed part, from which the lava had taken off . At the neighbouring area to, the south west of the planned area stands Evergreen caniferous forest, where Tsuga sieboldii , Abies fi rma, Pinus parviflora etc., are growing dominantly in closer condition of a primeval forest . But the. vegetation in the planned area, Evergreen coniferous forest and also the forest of Pinus densiflora have been more or less affected artificially these several decades. So the space form of the forest changed variously and intersected like a mosaic work. Also the dominant species in each block changed exquisitely, except the forest of Pinus densiflora.
In the Evergreen coniferous forest, which is keeping a closer condition of a primeval forest (hereafter simplified as primitive), Tsuga sieboldii, Abies firma, Pinus parviflora, Chamaecyparis obtusa, etc., are growing densely and some of them seems about 100-230 years old. Table 2 Forest of evergreen coniferous trees (July, 1972) Table 3 Forest of Pinus densiflora (1)(July, 1972) Table 4 Forest of Pinus densiflora (2)(July, 1972) Table 5 Forest of Larix leptoleppis (July, 1972) Cross section of the forest of Pinus densiflara (2) Fig. 7 Cross section of the forest of Larix leptolepis 
